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In the company there were also a number of amateurs who walked on and took places at tables in the restaurant scene. One of the young men had nothing to do except to walk to a table with a young woman* to be told by the head waiter to go to another table^ and then, after they had moved, only to be told that they must move again. They are supposed to be very irate at this. It was all dumb show.
When we were on tour we reached the native town of this young man, and the papers in advance had some small notices about him and that he was a mem-tier of my company.
"It's too bad," I told him, "that you are making your first appearance in your home town as a mere figure."
I wrote him some lines, so that this friendly audience could see him do something more than merely walk on and so that he could say that he had acted in a play.
The night of the performance came. The house was full of his friends, and they gave him a great recep-izen of the town.
